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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
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WILLIAM  F.  WELD 

Governor 


-ecutive  Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
Department  of  Social  Services  \ 

24  Farnsworth  Street.  Boston.  Massachusetts  02210 

Tel  (617)  727-0900  ♦  Fax  (617)  261-7435 


DAVID  P.  KOKSBEKG 
Secretary 

♦ 

GERALD  W.  ROBINSON 

Commissioner 


Dear  Colleague: 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Fiscal  Year  1992  (July  1,  1991 
through  June  30,  1992)  report  on  Chapter  288,  the  District 
Attorney  Reporting  Bill.      This  report  provides  a  summary  of 
cases  by  referral  categories  and  counties  as  well  as  counts  of 
victimized  children  by  age  and  sex. 

If  you  have  any  comments  or  wish  to  request  data  from 
a  specific  month,  please  feel  free  to  contact  Mary  Grudzinskas 
at  the  DSS  Research,  Evaluation,  and  Planning  Unit  at  (617)  727- 
0900,  Extension  416. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  interest  in  this  legislation. 
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Sincerely, 


W&K?l 


Gerald  W.  Robinson 
Commissioner 


Richard  Ho    /• 
Assistant  Commissioner 
Office  of  Policy  and  Program 
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Enclosure 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICES 

REFERRAL8  TO  THE  DISTRICT  ATTORNEY 

UNDER  AUTHORITY  OF  M.G.L.  CHAPTER  2  88 

FISCAL  YEAR  1992  (JULY  1,  1991  —  JUNE  30,  1992) 

During  Fiscal  Year  1992  (July  1,  1991  through  June  30,  1992),  2831 
cases  of  child  maltreatment  were  referred  under  Chapter  288  to  the 
appropriate  District  Attorney's  Office.  Seventy-six  percent  (2144 
cases)  were  mandatory  referrals  while  twenty-four  percent  (687 
cases)  were  referred  on  a  discretionary  basis.  Discretionary  DA 
referrals  include  incidents  of  criminal  conduct  the  Department 
believes  affect  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  children  in  the  home, 
although  they  may  not  meet  the  criteria  for  supporting  an 
allegation  of  child  abuse. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  abuse  and  the  referral 
categories.  Please  note  the  organization  of  the  table:  the  first 
column  lists  the  total  for  Fiscal  Year  1992,  the  second  column 
lists  the  total  referrals  for  Fiscal  Year  1991. 

NATURE  OF  ABUSE  AND  CHAPTER  288  CATEGORY FY'921  FY'912 

SEXUAL  ABUSE: 

Sexual  Assault                              1955  1936 

Sexual  Exploitation                          65  9 

PHYSICAL  ABUSE: 

Death                                        2  0  12 

Brain  damage,  loss  or  substantial 

impairment  of  a  bodily  function  or 

organ,  or  substantial  disfigurement  79         4  3 

Serious  bodily  injury  resulting  from 
a  pattern  of  repetitive  actions  by  a 
family  member  25         21 

TOTAL  MANDATORY  REFERRALS  2144        2021 

DISCRETIONARY  REFERRALS  687         794 

TOTAL  REFERRALS  TO  DA  2831        2815 


1July  1,  1991  -  June  30,  1992 
2July  1,  1990  -  June  30,  1991 


The  table  below  displays  the  total  number  of  cases  referred  to  eac 
District  Attorney  during  Fiscal  Year  1992  and  1991. 


COUNTY  REFERRED 


FY '92 


FYJ9. 


Berkshire 

Hampden 

Franklin/Hampshire 

Worcester 

Essex 

Norfolk 

Middlesex 

Plymouth 

Bristol 

Barnstable/Dukes 

Suffolk 


TOTAL 


53 
253 
131 
310 
380 
163 
402 
280 
364 

94 

398 

2831* 


6 

31 

14- 

33 

40 
13' 
42C 

243 

325 
85 

351 
281 


♦Total  includes  three  cases  listed  on  the  database  without  a 
specified  county  of  referral. 


SOURCE:  ASSIST  Report  423F  (Run-Dates:  August,  1990  -  July,  199 
and  August,  1991  -  July  1992) 


FISCAL  YEAR  1992  (JULY  1,  1991  —  JUNE  30,  1992) 

CHAPTER  2  88   —  DA  REFERRALS 

SEX  AND  AGE  OF  VICTIMS 

MANDATORY  AND  DISCRETIONARY  REFERRALS 


AGE 

0-2 

2-5 

5-12 

12-18 

OVER  18 


FEMALE 

78 

53% 

491 

66% 

862 

65% 

854 

81% 

5 

50% 

MALE 


TOTAL 


69 

47% 

147 

4% 

249 

34% 

740 

23% 

472 

35% 

1334 

41% 

194 

19% 

1048 

32% 

5 

50% 

10 

(*) 

TOTAL 


2290   68% 


989   32% 


3279  100% 


(*)  less  than  1%  after  rounding  off 


SOURCE:  ASSIST  Report  423F  (Run-Dates:  August,  1990  -  July,  1991 
and  August  1991  -  July,  1992) 
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